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Following are two spreadsheets summarizing all public comments received through 
September 12, 2008. Each spreadsheet describes the issue or concern, the number of 
respondents making similar comments and the department’s response.  



                                         Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas Draft Management Plan Public Comments

Issue or Comment Count Department Response
Question regarding timeframe to review the management 
plan: five years and then in ten years? Attendee suggested 
more frequent review of the management plan than five and 
ten year increments; especially concerned about current 
public use/activities near the South Shore Drive area such as 
access and gunshots. 

1 Watershed District manager responded that the goals and 
objectives will be reviewed every five years but that the 
strategies can be changed more frequently. 

Concern of neighboring landowner regarding the Power City 
Wildlife Area and the Department's water rights, especially 
the potential for damming and storage.

1
The watershed district manager explained that the 
Department's water rights are junior to the landowner's 
rights.

Attendee commented that the slash piles from the Russian 
olive removal project look like a fire hazard.

1
The Senior F/W technician explained that the majority of the 
piles will be control burned but some piles will be left for 
wildlife habitat.  

Question regarding how the Department will control Russian 
olive re-sprouts.

1

The Senior F/W technician explained that the re-sprouts are 
sprayed in a 3-year process, with each year's spraying 
reducing the re-sprouts by half. Other noxious weeds are 
also sprayed. Results thus far show the return of 
cottonwoods, rose, coyote willow and other native plants in 
the treated areas.  

Attendee commented that the Irrigon Wildlife Area varies a 
great deal from east (dryland) to west (wetland) and asked if 
the area should be treated differently.

1

The Watershed District manager and wildlife area manager 
explained that the Irrigon Wildlife Area is all upland habitat 
and the management agreement the Department works 
under is to manage for wildlife values while allowing public 
access. The Department looks to landowners and hunting 
groups for feedback.

Attendee asked staff to define 'integrated pest management'.

1

The Senior F/W technician explained that it is mechanical, 
chemical and biological or multi-treatment methods, of weed 
control. For example rotating herbicides so plants don't build 
resistance, then using bio-controls.

1



Concern that there might be a problem applying chemicals 
and allowing public access.

1
The wildlife area manager explained that the Department 
has very strict guidelines as to what chemicals can be used 
due to federal regulations.

Comment was given that, back in 1948, after the flood, if 
there had been stronger representation then, the Army 
Corps of Engineers never would have gotten the lands that it 
now has established. The town of Umatilla can never grow or 
develop because of the ACOE boundaries. 

1

A question was asked about the 2.1 miles of Columbia River 
shore lands possibly to be acquired. 

1
The wildlife area manager explained that the land from 
Irrigon Park Marina to the silos or the hatchery, west of 
Irrigon, was the area under discussion.

An attendee was concerned about trapping, asking what was 
limited, were traps flagged.

1

Watershed District manager responded that trapping was 
not allowed in safety zones or anywhere you can't discharge 
firearms, not in city limits. Typical species are beaver, 
muskrat, coyote and river otter and sometimes skunks in the 
summer.  Trapping has a limited duration (Feb-part of March 
only) and is done by trappers known to the Department 
staff. 

A question was asked about the improvements to 
recreational use.

1

The senior F/W technician described the improvements to 
access points, posting information signs, putting up more 
kiosks, a wildlife viewing platform, maintaining the primitive 
quality of the Lewis and Clark Trail. 

A question was asked how the Department will enforce the 
regulations that are constantly abused.

1

The watershed district manager acknowledged that there 
needs to be more enforcement. The Department can 
contact people in the field but must rely on Oregon State 
Police, local police officers and federal entities to cite 
offenders. 

2



A question was asked if landowners could cut down trees 
themselves.

1

The Department does not authorize 'beautification' projects 
due to liability concerns and impacts to natural resources. 
The Department has contracts to remove vegetation on 
managed lands, guided by agreements with federal entities. 
The Department does rely on neighbors and area visitors to 
inform them of fire lines, weed infestations, garbage and 
other issues. On an individual basis, the Department will 
work with landowners to fix fences, for example.

A question was asked whether it would be possible to get 
garbage containers at  South Shore Drive county line (pump 
house) to deal with trash at the beach.

1

The Senior F/W technician explained that he constantly 
picks up trash (appliances, tires, dead animals, leaf bags 
and that summer is the worst time. There has been a 
reduction in dumping since the olive tree removal since 
homeowners now have a better view of the area.

Comment was made that placing dumpsters actually causes 
more accumulation of trash. 

1

An attendee pointed out that the Lewis and Clark Trail has 
two names depending on where the trail is located.

1

The Department corrected the references on pgs. 20, 32, 36 
and 48 of the draft management plan to include both 
Umatilla County's 'Lewis and Clark Trail' and Morrow 
County's 'Columbia River Heritage Trail' and added the 
website to the local trail concept plans developed by Morrow 
County, in the References section. 

An attendee complimented the Department and stated that 
landowners supported the Russian olive tree removal 
project.

1

An attendee, on Morrow County behalf, strongly supported 
the acquisition of land or transfer of management to the 
Department from the Army Corps, especially along the 
heritage trail. Also suggested putting more signs along the 
trail, from Irrigon Park west.

1
Currently the Department is working with USACE to acquire 
management of an additional 170 acres of land in Irrigon.

3



A correspondent complimented the past improvements to the 
wildlife areas and noted an increase in wildlife. 

1

The same correspondent suggested that a committee, made 
up of adjoining citizens, should work on minor policy 
procedures with wildlife officials.

1

Correspondent further clarified the difference between the 
Lewis and Clark trail and the Columbia River Heritage trail 
and also again supported the Department in acquiring 
management of lands presently owned by USACE, west of 
Irrigon. 

1
As stated above the Department has corrected the 
references to the two connected trails (the Lewis and Clark 
Trail and the Columbia River Heritage Trail) throughout the 
Final Draft plan. 

Correspondent was interested in Goal 3, Objective 3.2 
especially in its relation to working cooperatively with Morrow 
County on the Columbia River Heritage Trail and supports 
the four strategies on page 46 in which Trail development is 
compatible. 

1
The Department will continue to work with Morrow County in 
trail development on the Irrigon Wildlife Area.

4



                                         E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area Draft Management Plan Public Comments

Issue or Comment Count Department Response

Question was asked if ODFW was working with ODOT to 
control knapweed on the roadsides adjacent to the wildlife 
area.

1

The Wildlife Area (WA) manager agreed that it was 
necessary to collaborate with ODOT to address weeds 
along the road right of way. Staff has since contacted ODOT 
reiterating concern for weed spread and infestation.  Most of 
the big knapweed patches on the WA have been identified 
and treated.

Attendee was concerned about the impenetrable stands of 
blackberries, foundations that weren't mowed and wanted to 
see early vegetation growth to improve forage for herbivores, 
insects. Suggested that ODFW should control and manage 
blackberries through mowing (or fire) on an annual basis or 
every other year and use Mary's Peak Hound Club 
volunteers to help.

1

WA manager explained that mowing is usually annual but is 
dependent on equipment, personnel and funds. This 
biennium's budget looks good to reach the department's 
management objectives. Management recognizes the 
MPHC's contributions to the WA's habitat, infrastructure, 
and events.

Attendees suggested and/or supported implementing user 
fee charges to supplement budget needs on EEWWA.  Fees 
should be dedicated to management on the WA and not go 
into general funding for ODFW.  Recommend exempting 
license holders from the fee requirement. Also recommended 
a Friends of EEWWA groups to raise funds.

5 The Department is looking into the concept of user fees. 
Other options are grants (BPA, Oregon Conservation 
Strategy) and perhaps getting federal Pittman-Roberston 
funding.

An attendee suggested that a financial budget package be 
developed to support implementation of the management 
plan and to maintain adequate funding.

1

It was pointed out that since the objectives display a range 
of desired habitat conditions, a budget could be determined 
to meet the ranges. Funding is $125,000 annually and as 
opportunities arise from other sources other projects are 
conducted.

An attendee wanted to see a mechanism to contribute 
dollars, volunteer labor, or in-kind services to assist meeting 
management objectives, perhaps using corporate 
fundraising or some twice a year fundraising activity.

1
The WA manager described the importance of the on-going 
volunteer help that is donated each year and also discussed  
the use of ODFW Upland Game program funding which has 
helped fund habitat projects on the area.

1



An attendee asked if the fee pheasant hunt program helps 
the wildlife area and is concerned that money won't go 
specifically to EEWWA.

1

The WA manager explained that most of the tag fee goes to 
pay for the bird with any extra going to the state upland bird 
program which then allocates funds for upland restoration 
projects.

An attendee asked if Ducks Unlimited could go out and build 
blinds or do some activity specifically on the wildlife area.

1

The WA manager was very supportive and stated that any 
organization that wanted to do some habitat or use 
improvements, either through a written agreement or the 
Department's volunteer program was welcome.

An attendee suggested that the department acquire the 
'PRC' property somehow.

1

There are a number of methods the Department uses to 
work with willing landowners to acquire property (i.e. BPA 
mitigation projects) or use cooperative agreements or 
conservation agreements which follow similar management 
goals.

An attendee stated that increased enforcement is needed 
and cited recent theft and vandalism incidents.

1
Staff maintains open lines of communication with Benton 
County Sheriff's Department and OSP reiterating hunter and 
other recreationers' concerns of theft and vandalism.

Two attendees were in favor of managing water levels in 
impoundments to benefit shorebirds and wanted to see a 
specific Strategy under the Goals and Objectives. 

2

The WA manager explained that many of the wetland 
management tools currently in place (i.e. drawdowns) to 
control vegetation do benefit shorebirds but he agreed that 
more could be done.  Disking the impoundments is also 
conducted annually to expose mudflats ideal for shorebirds.

An attendee wanted the Department to increase the number 
of access points for persons with disabilities – specific 
request to include a site adjacent to the trap range.

1
Staff agreed and has since retrofitted fence to be ADA 
compatible.  Staff strive to continue to make the area 
increasingly ADA compatible.

An attendee wanted to see improved safety for WA users 
through hunter education and enforcement (more OSP 
presence), especially along the refuge road.   

1

The WA manager explained that safety is a high priority and 
that signs, gated and fenced areas were in place to limit 
public access and keep safety areas clear.  OSP and 
ODFW staff patrol the WA as time and resources allow.

2



An attendee who was around when the 1993 plan was 
adopted complimented the Department for the increase in 
waterfowl habitat improvements, the wetlands and pond 
areas.

1
The WA manager acknowledged the compliment and 
offered to take any birders visiting the area to look at 
beneficial activities occurring on the area.

Support expressed for goals and objectives as written. 1
An attendee pointed out that there is a local interest in 
protecting the antique (heirloom) apple trees on the area that 
were planted close to or prior to the military base's 
development.

1 Fruit bearing trees are a public attractant and provide 
wildlife benefit.  They are also spared when possible during 
the course of habitat restoration activities

Correspondent suggested annual or biennial mowing to 
provide early phenological states of grass and legumes for 
best nutrition for herbivores.

1
Management practices include annual mowing for wildlife 
and public benefit.  Frequency of mowing activities may vary 
year to year as resources allow

Correspondent suggested burning, in strip or mosaic, not 
entire blocks, as an excellent tool for preventing climax 
vegetation (i.e. blackberries) 

1

Prescribed burning is utilized as a habitat management tool 
on the wildlife area.  Depending on circumstances and 
perceived wildlife benefit; partial or entire blocks may be 
burned.  Note: block size varies significantly throughout area

Correspondent suggested spraying Scot's broom and poison 
oak.

1

It is currently a management practice to spray all scotch 
(Scot's) broom possible as well as selected poison oak 
patches.  Some poison oak is tolerated for its wildlife benefit 
(food and cover).

Correspondent suggested pursuing grants and noted the 
excellent efforts on behalf of the Department, especially Ray 
Fiori.

1 Grants are necessary to achieve large scale habitat 
restoration projects.  The Department currently has 2 grants 
underway and will continue to procure grants when feasible.

Correspondent realizes that pheasant hunters would like all 
non-blackberries to be removed but stated that that view was 
narrow and incompatible with proper grassland 
management.

1
Himalayan blackberry (HBB) does provide wildlife benefit in 
moderation.  Staff strive to maintain a tolerable level of HBB 
through mowing and spraying to balance wildlife benefit and 
habitat types.

Correspondent commented that birders and other non-
hunters should be aware that legal hunting is practiced 
during regular hunting seasons on the area.

1
Informational Kiosks, website, and radio give readily 
available information to the public regarding recreational 
activities on the WA.

3



Correspondent has observed over 25 years of hunting that 
upland bird hunting is becoming a minor part of the 
management plan and suggests that resources be allocated 
to upland birds and bird hunting especially in relation to 
adding more land to the wildlife area.

1

WA habitat management supports maintaining habitat 
diversity including strategy habitats described in the Oregon 
Conservation Strategy.  Upland bird hunting continues to be 
a focus with management of California quail habitat; 
grassland/prairie habitat; youth pheasant hunts, and 
western Oregon fee pheasant hunt programs available to 
the public.  Acquisitions are based on numerous factors 
including habitat enhancement potential and upland game 
bird hunting opportunities.

Correspondent has seen less birds stocked and less success 
with hunting and would like to see data regarding  the 
number of hunters posted at the check stations to see if 
hunter increase may be impacting success. 

1

Bird release numbers have remained constant for the last 
10 years despite the significant increase in raising and 
purchasing birds.  Check stations postings depict bird 
numbers stocked and numbers taken for the public benefit.  
Additional information is available at EEWWA HQ regarding 
hunter numbers, success %, etc.  Available upon request.

Correspondent suggests management control of house 
sparrows especially to benefit native blue birds and other 
cavity nesters and suggests protecting smaller cavity nesters 
by using nest boxes with smaller entrance holes. 

1

Songbird boxes recently placed on the WA are to benefit 
various species of song birds including the Western bluebird 
which requires a 1-1/2" holed box in open sunlit areas.  
House sparrows are difficult to control.  House sparrow 
nests observed in bluebird boxes are destroyed.

Correspondent proposes that EEWWA sell game birds for 
dog training, create a special area just for dog training from 
August 15 to September 15 only and seek volunteer 
maintenance help from local kennel clubs.

1 Dog training is allowed from Aug. 15-Sept.15 by permit and 
some rules do apply including: no release of pen raised 
birds or discharging of firearms.

Correspondent was pleased by several aspects of the draft 
plan particularly: the vision statement, recognition that the 
current staffing and funding is insufficient to implement many 
of the proposed actions, adaptive management, use of 
community volunteers and volunteer hosts, use of ag. 
chemicals and pesticides.

1

4



Correspondent listed several corrections to the draft plan, by 
page number.

1 The Department followed up on corrections and additions in 
the Final Draft plan as appropriate.

Correspondent urged legislative action to significantly 
increase user fees since the EEWWA's only revenue comes 
from the sale of licenses and tags. 

1

The Department is currently seeking an increase in hunting 
and fishing license fees to take effect in 2011. This increase 
must go through the Governor's office and the legistlative 
process. The Department is exploring the possibility of 
seeking federal funds for management activities on the WA 
however such federal funds could limit certain actions such 
as chemical and pesticide use.

Correspondent suggests additional revenue sources such 
as: charging for dog training trials, including a user fee in the 
registration charge for educational programs such as BOW 
and Youth Outdoor Days and establishing a permit for 
vehicle parking.

1
The Department is exploring developing alternative revenue 
sources such as a vehicle parking decal, modelled after the 
state of Washington.  Such a revenue process must go 
through the legislative process.

Correspondent sent in corrected Native American historical 
population estimates and references.  

1
The Department followed up on the corrections to the 
Cultural Resources information in the Final Draft and added 
the two references as suggested.

Correspondent suggested that EEWWA was a very good 
location to re-establish Showy Milkweed, the principal food 
source for Monarch butterflies and offered to coordinate a 
volunteer effort to get this native plant started.

1

The Department is aware of two expanding populations of 
showy milkweed on the WA, north end between B and C 
streets and south end off of C street. The Department 
welcomes the correspondent's willingness to volunteer and 
suggests a mapping effort to determine where the plant 
currently exists and to guide where the Department can help 
expand the populations further.

5
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